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English 2205: Introduction to Literary Studies
Web Site: http://www.eiu.edu/-literary/
Fall 1997
Professor R. L. Beebe

Office: 315 F Coleman Hall
Phone: 581-5013
e-mail: cfrlb@eiu.edu
homepage: http://www. ux l.eiu.edu/-cfrlb/

Office Hours: M, W 9 - 10
w 1-2
& by appointment

Texts

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

The Critical Tradition: Classic Texts and Contemporary Trends. Ed. David H. Richter.
New York: St. Martin's Press, 1989. [CT]
Falling into Theory: Conflicting Views on Reading Literature. Ed. David H. Richter.
New York: St. Martin's Press, 1994. [FT]
Holman Handbook to Literature. 6th ed. [HH]
Sir Gawain and the Green Knight
Coriolanus, Shakespeare
lV'uthering Heights, E. Bronte
Sula, T. Morrison
The Crying of Lot 49, T. Pynchon

Course Description
This course is designed to introduce you to the major questions, critical practices,
and theoretical schools underlying literary studies. The rationale behind such a mission is
a simple one: to make you more critically self-aware about how and why you read and
write. Ideally, this self-awareness should help you in your other courses as you become
more informed about the discipline of literary studies-its backgrounds, methods,
materials, controversies and future directions.
Requirements
Critique #1
Critique #2
Critique #3
Allusion Assignment
OED Assignment
Bibliographic Essay
Group Report
Final Exam
Literary Forum
Participation

50 points
75 points
100 points
50 points
25 points
50 points
50 points
100 points
100 points
100 points
700 points total
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To pass the course, you must satisfactorily complete all the major assignments and final
exam. Failure to do so will result in a failing grade for the semester.
Web Site
English 2205 has a web site (www.eiu.edu/-literary/), which contains an on-line
version of the syllabus, some resources that you might find useful for your work this
semester, a Literary Forum page, a page where I will post assignments, and even a page
where we can link to your own homepage (let me know if you have one). Having some
computer literary is increasingly important to literary studies and, in this class, we will be
discussing how this is so, its implications, and where it might be going. There might even
be some opportunities for the class to do some web publishing.
At the very least, however, each student will need to make frequent visits to the
Literary Forum page on the web site (www.eiu.edu/-literary/forum/forum.html) and
participate in the discussion. You will need to make two postings per week (worth 100
points). In addition, one question on the final exam will ask you to discuss the
conversations you encountered on the Literary Forum. This is a very easy way to get a lot
of points and it can prove an important supplement to our class discussions. More on this
later.
Submitting Papers
Minor assignments and homework are due in class without exception. Major writing
projects, however, may be turned in to me (or in my mailbox) by 5:00 p.m. on the day they
are due. I do this so you won't miss class because you are frantically typing up your paper.
I expect your work to be finished on time but I also expect you to be in class.
Late Papers
A late assignment must be accompanied by a persuasive cover letter that explains
why it is late-Qtherwise, I will return it ungraded. The work on the cover letter will be
considered part of the assignment-thus part of the grade. I will not grade the assignment
if the cover letter is missing, and you will receive an "F" for the assignment. Unless the
cover letter is incredibly persuasive, I usually deduct one letter grade for each calendar day
that the paper is late. (Note: this policy only applies to major writing assignments; I will
not accept late homework or brief writing assignments that weren't turned in the day they
were due, unless you have made prior arrangements with me.)
There are, of course, exceptions to this policy. However, you need to discuss your
particular case with me in advance.
Conferences
The reacting for this course will be challenging at times. Therefore, it is important
for you to come to my office and talk to me if you feel you need some extra help or if we
didn't get a chance to discuss your particular concerns during class time. Also, feel free to
talk with me about your writing projects. I will be happy to look over your work or help you
brainstorm. No question is too small.
Attendance Policy
You need to attend every class session. Problems do arise, however; so I generally
allow three absences-no questions asked. On the fourth absence-and for every absence
thereafter-I will deduct one letter grade from your final grade. For example, if your final
grade computes to a "B'' and you have five absences, then you will receive a "D" for the
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course. Seven or more absences equates to an automatic "F" for the course.
For any day that you are not in class, it is your responsibility to find out what was
covered, new assignments given, changes in the syllabus, or any homework due for the next
meeting.

Students with Disabilities
If you have a documented disability and wish to receive academic accommodations,
please contact the Coordinator of the Office of Disability Services (581-6583) as soon as
possible.
Tentative Schedule
This reading schedule is subject to change. I will announce all changes in advance.
If you miss a class it is important that you determine if any changes were made to the
reading schedule or if any new assignments were given. (I will make every effort to keep
the syllabus on the web site current; so if you do miss a class, you should check it--0r call a
classmate.) Unless I indicate otherwise, you need to have completed-and be prepared to
discuss-the readings on the date listed.
Aug.

27: G. Graff. (FT, 36-43)
29: T. Eagleton (FT, 44-54); H. Giroux (FT, 63-72)

Sept:

1: ** No Class**
3: Sir Gawain and the Green Knight (Parts 1 & 2);
Discuss Assignment #1 (Allusion Paper)
5: GGK (Parts 3 & 4)
8: GGK; Group Report
10: Assign. #1 Due; Richter (CT, 1-14)
12: Wimsatt and Beardsley (CT, 1383-91)
15: Plato (CT, 21-28); Selections from Aristotle (to be announced);
Dante (CT, 119-21)
17: Eliot (CT, 466-71); Wilson (CT, 589-96)
19: "What is Marxist Criticism?" (Wuthering Heights text, 385-960);
"What is Cultural Criticism?'' (Wuthering Heights text, 415-25);
Discuss Critique #1
22: Coriolanus (Acts 1-3); Discuss Assignment #2 (OED)
24: Coriolanus (Acts 4-5)
26: Coriolanus; Group Report; Assignment #2 Due

Oct.

29: Draft of Critique #1 Due
1: Richter (FT, 205-17); Review Richter (CT, 1-14); Final Draft of Critique #1 Due
3: Strauss (CT, 869-77)
6: Barthes (FT, 222-26)
8: Culler(CT, 917-29)
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10: Derrida (CT, 959-71)
13: de Man (CT, 1011-21)
15: Wuthering Heights (chaps. 1-12); Discuss Critique #2
17: WH (chaps. 13-25)
20: WH (chaps 26-34)
22: WH; Group Report
24: ** No Class **
27: Critique #2 Due; Discuss Assignment #3 (Bibliographical Essay)
29: Woolf (CT, 1078-86); Cixous (CT, 1090-1102)
31: Kolodny (CT, 1126-36); McDowell (CT1137-46)
Nov.

3: Gates (FT, 173-80); Altieri (FT, 131-43)
5: Sula (Part 1)
7: Sula (Part 2)
10: Sula; Morrison (IT, 256-68); Group Report
12: Assignment #3 Due; Discuss Critique #3 (Casebook)
14: Fish (FT, 226-37)
17: Dasenbrock (FT, 238-48)
19: Group Work
21: Group Work

**Nov. 24 - 28 Thanksgiving Recess**
Dec.

1: Crying of Lot 49 (chaps. 1-4)
3: Lot49 (chaps. 5-6)
5: Lot49; Group Work
8: Will (FT, 286-88); Greenblatt (FT, 289-90)
10: Group Work
12: ** Last Day of Class ** Critique #3 Due
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